
 

 

 

 

 

 

Overboard and Underwater Year 6 Program 
In this program, students step into the role of Environmental Managers to investigate how marine environments 
support both people and other living things. Through hands-on activities, they explore the unique ecosystems of 
Moreton Bay (Quandamooka), gather and analyse data, and propose practical actions for sustainable resource use. 

The day begins on the Manly foreshore, where the students observe local land use, track movement of rubbish and 
debris through the environment, and annotate maps to record findings. They then board Inspiration, our research 
vessel, to explore the waters of the marine environment. Using scientific sampling methods, such as a sediment grab or 
plankton trawl, they collect data on benthic microorganisms, plankton, and microplastics. 

As Environmental Managers, students conduct a rubbish audit alongside the Moreton Bay Marine Park, applying the 
Tangaroa Blue methodology - the national standard for marine debris surveys - to identify, categorise, and record waste 
items. By working as citizen scientists and using specialised equipment, students see firsthand how scientific data is 
used to identify environmental issues and inform decision-making. 

At the end of the day, students evaluate their findings and recommend environmental management strategies to 
reduce marine debris, considering the potential impact of their proposed actions. 

Curriculum Intent - Year 6 

Science  
Science Understanding 
Biological Sciences  

• Investigate the physical conditions of a habitat and 
analyse how the growth and survival of living things 
is affected by changing physical conditions 
(AC9S6U01) 
 

Science as a Human Endeavour 
Use and influence of science (AC9S6H02) 
 
Science Inquiry Skills 
Planning and conducting (AC9S6I02) (AC9S6I03) 
Processing, modelling and analysing (AC9S6I04) 
Communicating (AC9S6I06) 
 

 

General Capabilities (links) Cross-curriculum Priorities (links) 

Critical and creative thinking 
Personal and social capability 
Ethical understanding 
 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
Sustainability 

A Curriculum Activity Risk Assessment is available on request. 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6U01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6H02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6I02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6I03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6I04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/science/year-4_year-6/content-description?subject-identifier=SCISCIY6&content-description-code=AC9S6I06&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/critical-and-creative-thinking?element=0&sub-element=CCTINQA
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/personal-and-social-capability?element=0&sub-element=PSCSEAA
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/ethical-understanding?element=0&sub-element=EUUNDA
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures?organising-idea=A_TSICP%2CA_TSIC%2CA_TSIP
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/sustainability?organising-idea=SS%2CSW%2CSD

