
 

 

 
  

 

Colonial Brisbane V9 Year 5 / 6 Program 
Learning Intentions 

Students, as investigators, will engage in a range of activities to: 

• Explore the economic, political and social causes of the establishment of British colonies in Australia after 1800; 

• Investigate the impact of the development of British colonies in Australia on the lives of First Nations Australians 

and on the natural environment; 

• Analyse the role of significant individuals in the development of events in Australia; and 

• Develop questions to investigate people, events, developments, places and systems. 

Note: This program can be conducted with up to three classes and the itinerary will be crafted to suit your school 
including arrival and departure times. 

Arrival: 9.15am | Location: Newstead House 

Exploration of the grounds 
Student inquiry: How have the roles of significant individuals had an impact in the development 
of Brisbane and what have been the environmental and social changes?  

Exploration activity to begin to understand changes in the landscape over time. 

Morning Tea 

Artefact Exploration 

Students conduct an investigation to find 
clues and sources to uncover what life 
was like for people who lived and 
worked downstairs at Newstead House 
during the 1800’s. They will learn more 
about the people that spent time at 
this important location. 

Step Back in Time 

John Clements Wickham was one of the first Europeans to 
explore and help shape the Moreton Bay region, which 
later became Brisbane.  

Using museum theatre, students step back into the past to 
engage with Mr. Wickham and explore the impact of his 
time shaping early Brisbane.  

Lunch 

Games on the Green 

Newstead House was a social centre for Brisbane’s elite 
with games and entertainment an essential part of life. 
Students will engage in a variety of colonial games and 
compare them to games still played today. 

Newstead House in its Grandeur 

Students go back into the past to investigate the impact of 
an entrepreneurial family - the Harris family - and their 
lasting impact on the development of Brisbane. 

Reflection: How have the significant people that have lived and worked at Newstead House impacted the 

development of the colony of Brisbane? 

Departure: 2.15pm 

Note: Times are approximate and can be adjusted to suit your school. 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 

Requirements: 

Students and adults will need: Litter-free lunch: 

• Covered footwear, suitable for walking 

• Sun-safe clothing and hat 

• Sunscreen and insect repellent already applied 

• Water bottle, morning tea and lunch 

• Rain jacket, if showers predicted 

We encourage students and staff to pack a litter-free 
lunch. Everything in it can be re-used, composted or 
recycled. Drinks are brought in refillable bottles. 

 
 

Bus / Location information: 

Drop off and pick up: Newstead Park, corner Breakfast Creek Rd & Newstead Ave, Newstead. There is a bus stop on the 
left-hand side of Newstead Avenue. Students will be met by a Moreton Bay EEC teacher. 
 

 


